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DETAILED ACTION 

1, This communication is responsive to the original application filed 04/15/2004. 
This action is Non-Final. Claims 1-16 are pending and have been examined. 



Specification 



2. The disclosure is objected to because of the following informalities: 

On page 2 of the specification, paragraph [002], related applications are blanks 
and required to be filled. Appropriate correction is required. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 



3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 
that form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in a patent granted on an application for patent by 
another filed in the United States before the invention thereof by the applicant for 
patent, or on an international application by another who has fulfilled the 
requirements of paragraphs (1), (2), and (4) of section 371(c) of this title before the 
invention thereof by the applicant for patent. 

4. Claims 1-16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Messinger et al. (US Patent 7,000,187), hereinafter "Messinger" 

The Examiner has pointed out particular references contained in the prior 
arts of record in the body of this action for the convenience of the Applicant. 
Although the specified citations are representation of the teachings in the art 
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and are applied to the specific limitations within the individual claim, other 
passages and figures may apply as well The Applicant should consider the 
entire prior art as applicable as to the limitations of the claims. It is 
respectfully requested from the Applicant, in preparing the response, to 
consider fully the entire references as potentially teaching all or part of the 
claimed invention, as well as the context of the passage as taught by the prior 
arts or disclosed by the Examiner. 

As claims 1 and 9, Messinger teaches a method of modifying a user interface 
(fig. 1, label 20; col. 3, lines 21-31) for displaying structured database information (fig. 1, 
labels 14a and 14b; col. 4, lines 63-66) in two or more ordered steps (fig. 3A, label 66; 
col. 6, lines 20-23) in work panes (fig. 9, label 40b; col. 10, lines 13-14; fig. 10, label 40c; 
col. 10, lines 44-45 ) of a window (label 50 in all applicable figures), comprising: 
displaying a first work pane (fig. 9, label 40b; col. 10, lines 13-14) having a first user 
interface pattern (fig. 9, label 410c; col. 10, lines 27-30) associated with a first of the two 
or more sequential steps (col. 10, lines 13-21); 

displaying a second work pane (fig. 10, label 40c; col. 10, lines 44-45), after display of 
the first work pane (fig. 9, label 40b; col. 10, lines 13-14), the second work pane having a 
second user interface pattern (fig 10, label 412c; col. 10, 60-67) associated with a 
second of the two or more sequential steps (col. 10, lines 44-49); 
receiving a command from a user (Abstract, lines 4-7, lines 14-18; fig. 2; col. 5, lines 52- 
55) to display the first work pane (fig. 9, label 40b; col. 10, lines 13-14) and the second 
work pane (fig. 10, label 40c; col. 10, lines 44-45) simultaneously (fig. 9, label 40b; col. 
10, lines 13-14; fig. 10, label 40c; col. 10, lines 44-45 ); and displaying the first work 
pane and the second work pane in the window (fig. 9, labels 40b, 50; fig. 10, labels 40c, 
50, that label 50 is the window and both work panes (labels 40b, 40c - "Collector 
Control" are displayed). 
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The difference from claim 9 to claim 1 is Messinger further teaches the system 
comprising: a memory and a microprocessor in communication with the memory and 
programmed to (fig. 1, labels 10a-10b; col. 5, lines 7-16; col. 6, lines 36-37, that 
computers 10a and 10b must have memory in order to function; Abstract, lines 1-7, that 
the computer 10a and 10b inherently have processor to be able to function). 

As claims 2 and 10, Messinger further teaches: 
storing the command from the user (Abstract, lines 4-7, 14-18; fig. 13C, labels 430, 440; 
col. 12, lines 9-14, that the user's command is stored in menu items 430 and 440), so 
that the user interface always displays the first work pane (fig. 9, label 40b; col. 10, lines 
13-14) and the second work pane (fig. 10, label 40c; col. 10, lines 44-45) simultaneously 
for the user (fig. 9, labels 40b, 50; fig. 10, labels 40c, 50, that label 50 is the window and 
both work panes (labels 40b, 40c - "Collector Control" are displayed). 

As claims 3 and 11, Messinger further teaches receiving a command from the 
user (Abstract, lines 4-7, lines 14-18; fig. 2; col. 5, lines 52-55) to display the first work 
pane prior (fig. 9, label 40b; col. 10, lines 13-14 "first step") to displaying the second 
work pane (fig. 10, label 40c; col. 10, lines 44-45 "second step"). 

As claims 4 and 12, Messinger further teaches the command from the user 
(Abstract, lines 4-7, lines 14-18; fig. 2; col. 5, lines 52-55) is received through a 
contextual menu (fig. 1, label 26; col. 5, lines 39-41). 
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As claims 5 and 13, Messinger further teaches the first user interface pattern is 
a form (fig. 9, label 410c; col. 10, lines 27-30, that a form is also known as an outline or a 
template which provides guidance). 

As claims 6 and 14, Messinger further teaches the first user interface pattern is 
a graph (fig. 9, label 410c; col. 10, lines 27-30; col. 6, lines 32-37, that a graph is also 
. know as a diagram or illustration which provides guidance). 

As claims 7 and 15, Messinger further teaches the first user interface pattern is 
a data object display (fig. 9, label 410c; col. 10, lines 27-30; col. 6, lines 32-37, that a 
data object contains information and/or instructions which provides guidance). 

As claims 8 and 16, Messinger teaches a method of modifying a user interface 
(fig. 1, label 20; col. 3, lines 21-31) having a first pane (fig. 9, label 40b; col. 10, lines 13- 
14) for displaying a first user interface pattern (fig. 9, label 410c; col. 10, lines 27-30), a 
second pane (fig. 10, label 40c; col. 10, lines 44-45) for displaying a second user 
interface pattern (fig 10, label 412c; col. 10, 60-67, and a third pane (fig. 11, label 40c; 
col. 11, lines 1-3) for displaying one or more related actions (fig.11, 402c, 414c; col. 11, 
lines 12-13), comprising: 

displaying the first pane (fig. 9, label 40b; col. 10, lines 13-14), the second pane (fig. 10, 
label 40c; col. 10, lines 44-45), and the third pane (fig. 11, label 40c; col. 11, lines 1-4); 
receiving an input from the user (Abstract, lines 4-7, lines 14-18; fig. 2; col. 5, lines 52- 
55) to show the second pane (fig. 10, label 40c; col. 10, lines 44-45) as a related action 
(Abstract, lines 4-7; lines 14-18); 
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hiding the display of the second pane (fig. 10, label 40c; fig. 1 1 , label 40c, when the third 
pan 40c in fig. 1 1 is displayed in the same window "Collector Control", the second pan 
40c in fig. 10 is not shown/hidden and/or removed from the view); 
and adding a link (fig. 5, labels 98, 82; col. 7, lines 2-8; fig. 8, labels 380, 385, 390; col. 
9, lines 57-63, that the ability to add new task lists, which are linked to other actions) to 
the second user interface pattern to the one or more related actions (fig. 10, label 400; 
col. 10, lines 7-10, line 46). 

The difference from claim 16 to claim 8 is Messinger further teaches the system 
comprising: a memory and a microprocessor in communication with the memory and 
programmed to (fig. 1, labels 10a-10b; col. 5, lines 7-16; col. 6, lines 36-37, that 
computers 10a and 10b must have memory in order to function; Abstract, lines 1-7, that 
the computer 10a and 10b inherently have processor to be able to function). 

Conclusion 

6. The prior art made of record on form PTO-892 and not relied upon is considered 
pertinent to applicant's disclosure. Applicant is required under 37 C.F.R. 1.1 1 1(c) to 
consider these references fully when responding to this action. 

7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Thuy Osberg whose telephone number is 571-270-1258. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday (8:30AM-5:00PM), 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Weilun Lo can be reached on 571-272-4847. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For 
more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you 
have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business 
Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a USPTO 
Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information system, call 
800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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